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The Moody Center seeks to bring to Rice University campus a diverse, interdisciplinary arts program which should serve 
both the university and broader Houston communities. The building was designed by Michael Maltzan Architecture, based 
in Los Angeles. Nagata Acoustics served as the acoustic consultant to the architect for room acoustics, sound isolation and 
mechanical noise control for the entire facility.

students in the building.

up to 199 seats can be accommodated. These seats can be arranged in a wide variety of settings to foster multiple types of 
performances. In many cases, the 150 seats will face the front of the room, organized on retractable risers so as to provide 
excellent sight lines to the 45 feet wide by 20 feet deep stage.
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$ 30 Million (U.S.)

BUILDING DETAILS
Location

Seating Capacity:
Room Volume:

 Ceiling & Walls:
 
 
 Variable Acoustics:

6100 Main Street
Rice Univeristy
Houston, Texas

2,380m3

Gypsum board, partially 

absorption
Curtains
Concrete

The acoustical concept for the space centers on providing a commodious environment for 
as many performance types as possible. To that end, the largest possible volume for the 
site was assigned, with a ceiling height of 26 feet and overall dimensions of 46 feet wide 

panels, which double as tackable surfaces for the easy display of artwork. Sound 
absorbing panels suspended 20 inches below the ceiling further control the reverberation 

Running on three sides of the room, an acoustically transparent technical balcony 

of the room.
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